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PRIVATE MEMBER'S STATEMENT 

Apiary Industry; Renewable Energy 

Mr KRAUSE (Beaudesert—LNP) (2.45 pm): It is great to see Mr Harper in the gallery today. I 
rise to speak about an issue that is key for Queensland agriculture and that is the apiary industry. This 
industry is worth $1 billion a year to Queensland. Unfortunately, I have had concerns raised with me by 
the Queensland Beekeepers’ Association about the way in which they are being treated by this 
government. Over the past few years, beekeepers have had a number of blows dealt to them, not the 
least of which being tossed out of national parks in the future by this government. Over the years, there 
have been a lot of beekeepers and hives in national parks, but that is coming to an end. Part of the 
solution to that was for beehives to be moved to portions of unallocated state land with a permit to 
occupy being issued by the Department of Natural Resources and Mines to enable beekeepers to 
continue to conduct their activity. 

Beekeeping is a key part of the economy, not just for the honey that we get from bees but also 
for the pollination of other agricultural crops. Agriculture is one of the great stories for Queensland. At 
the moment, with a lower dollar and good conditions in Queensland, exports of agricultural product from 
this state are doing quite well.  

The government is regulating these permits for beekeepers to occupy unallocated state land into 
nothingness. Even though permits to occupy unallocated state land have been issued, other 
government departments are putting in place conditions that render those permits almost useless. For 
example, it is almost impossible for beekeepers to get a permit to mow their block or clear a small 
amount of vegetation on that unallocated state land so that they can set up the facilities that they need 
for beekeeping. The government is drowning the beekeepers in red tape and not issuing permits to 
clear that small portion of land. In some cases I am talking about 100 square metres. Obviously, that is 
very damaging for those people. Another example of red tape that was given was the necessity for the 
beekeepers to have hives at least 30 metres away from any firebreaks on unallocated state land. These 
issues create more cost and make it harder for our beekeepers to make a living and support our 
agricultural industries.  

I am calling on the government—when it gets a new minister for primary industries, or 
agriculture—to sit down with our Queensland beekeepers and, in order to address this issue, come up 
with a practical, workable solution so that beekeepers can have access to state forest or national parks 
or unallocated state land and they are not regulated out of business. We all need our bees. We all need 
our honey. Our agricultural industries need the pollination that goes with bees. We need to be 
supporting such an industry.  

In the time remaining to me, I want to say that the renewable energy targets and the renewable 
energy policies that this government is going to be pursuing will also be a very big blow for Queensland’s 
primary industries. There are estimates that these renewable energy targets and policies are going to 
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result in households paying up to $1,000 a year more for electricity. The impact of those targets and 
policies on farmers will be far greater than that. The government should scrap these expensive green 
policies. 


